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Abstract We improve the results from El Basraoui (Proc Amer Math Soc 138(7):2289–
2299, 2010) about the Eisenstein series E2(z) = 1 − 24 ∑∞n=1 nq
n
1−qn . In particular we show
that there exists exactly one (simple) zero in each Ford circle and give an approximation to
its location.
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1 Introduction
Let Mk() be the space of holomorphic modular forms of weight k for the full modular group
 = P SL(2, Z). It is well known that Mk() has dimension k12 + O(1) and a modular form
f ∈ Mk has k12 + O(1) inequivalent zeros in a fundamental domain \H.
For the cuspidal Hecke eigenforms, it is a consequence of the recent proof of the holomor-
phic Quantum Unique Ergodicity (QUE) by Holowinsky and Soundararajan [5] that the zeros
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are uniformly distributed. More precisely, for a sequence { fk} of cuspidal Hecke eigenforms
of weight k we have that as k → ∞ the zeros of fk become equidistributed with respect to




In contrast to this in the case of Eisenstein series, it was conjectured by Rankin in 1968 and
proved by Rankin and Swinnerton-Dyer [7] that all the zeros, in the standard fundamental
domain, of the series




lie on the geodesic arc {z ∈ H||z| = 1, 0 ≤ Re(z) ≤ 1/2} and as k → ∞ they become
uniformly distributed on this unit arc. A similar result for the cuspidal Poincare series was
proved by Rankin [6]. For generalizations of these results to other Fuchsian groups and to
weakly holomorphic modular functions see [1,2], among many others. For some recent work
on the zeros of holomorphic Hecke cusp forms that lie on the geodesic segments of the
standard fundamental domain see [4].
Next we turn our attention to the location of the zeros of the non-modular Eisenstein series
of weight 2
E2(τ ) = 1 − 24
∞∑
n=1




1 − qn , q = e
2π iτ .






SL2(Z) satisfies the transformation property
E2(γ τ)(cτ + d)−2 = E2(τ ) + 6
π i
c
(cτ + d) . (1)
The zeros of E2 has already been investigated in [3]. El Basraoui and Sebbar showed that
there are infinitely many non-equivalent zeros of E2 and two zeros are equivalent if and only
if one is a Z-translate of the other. Of particular interest is the unique zero on the imaginary
axis x = 0 and the unique zero on x = 12 . Those two zeros also occur in [9]. They were
computed by Cohen:





+ 0.13091903039676244690411482601971302060 . . . i.
If
F := {z ∈ H| |z| > 1, | Re(z)| < 12
} ∪ {z ∈ H| |z| ≥ 1, − 12 ≤ Re(z) ≤ 0
}
is the standard (strict) fundamental domain, El Basraoui and Sebbar also show that there are
infinitely many SL2(Z)-translates of F that contain a zero and infinitely many that do not
contain a zero.
In this note we improve these results. More precisely for (a, c) = 1 recall that the asso-
ciated Ford circle is the circle on the upper half plane with center a
c
+ 12c2 i and radius 12c2 .
Then we have
Theorem 1.1 Inside each Ford circle there is a unique (simple) zero of E2 and E2 has no
other zeros on the upper half plane.
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Fig. 1 Ford circles and zeros of E2
Moreover in the Ford circle at the cusp a
c


















Since π/6 is close to 1/2, the zeros are almost at the center of each Ford circle and in fact
when plotted on a not small enough scale as in Fig. 1, the zeros seem to have remarkable
uniformity on the upper half plane.
Throughout the paper we use the variable τ for the location of the zeros of E2.z is used
for general points in H, often corresponding to a point in the fundamental domain.
Theorem 1.1 restricts the possible location of the zeros of E2 to a very thin annular region
in each Ford circle. For the images of these zeros inside the standard fundamental domain F
we have
Theorem 1.2 Let τ = γ z a
c





, c > 0 and
z a
c















∣ < 0.00029. (3)
We may rephrase Theorem 1.1 as saying that around each finite cusp there is a unique zero






that γF contains a zero.
While preparing this manuscript we learned that Wood and Young [11] proved a quanti-
tatively equivalent result about the locations of the zeros of E2 simultaneously and indepen-
dently of us.
Theorems 1.1 and 1.2 are proved in the next section and are based on mapping properties
of the function
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It is possible to give further improvements on the approximations in the above theorems
by studying the mapping properties of f in more detail and expanding f −1 in Fourier or
Taylor series. The Fourier series is studied in Sect. 3. As a corollary to Theorems 3.5 and
3.6 it is possible to give an explicit and fast converging series approximation to za/c. For
example we obtain the following improvement on Theorem 1.2.
Theorem 1.3 Let z a
c
∈ F be the SL2(Z)-translate of the zero of E2 around ac inside F .


















The zeros for small a/c, in particular the zeros near 1/c were first considered by [3]. These
zeroes are best approximated by Taylor series which are studied in Sect. 4. In the last two
sections we also provide some numerical data on the Fourier and Taylor expansions.
2 Proofs of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2
The proofs of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2 are based on the mapping properties of the function f (z)
defined in (4).
The function f appears in [10] and some of the properties shown here have been proved
there. We will see in this section that f is analytic in the fundamental domain, and even on






SL2(Z). Then based on the transformation formula (1), one has the fundamental relation
E2(γ z) = 0 ⇐⇒ f (z) = −d/c. (5)
Therefore we are interested in the solutions of the equation
f (z) = −d/c z ∈ F .
Here d, c ∈ Z. We start by describing the set of all z ∈ F such that f (z) ∈ R. Let f = u+ iv,
where u = u(x, y) and v = v(x, y) are R-valued functions and
A = {z ∈ F | v(z) = 0}. (6)
As a simple application of the implicit function theorem it will be proved below that A is the
graph of a function φ : [−1/2, 1/2] → (0,∞). More precisely if x +iy ∈ F and v(x, y) = 0
then y = φ(x).
In view of the relation (5) the possible values c, d ∈ Z that arise from a zero of E2 are






z ∈ F . Then we will show that |d/c| ≤ 1/2 and conversely any such −d/c ∈ [−1/2, 1/2]
arises from a zero of E2(z).
Namely we have
Theorem 2.1 f (A) = [−1/2, 1/2].
The first claim in Theorem 1.1 now follows immediately from





∈ SL2(Z) and E2(γ z) = 0 then |d/c| ≤ 1/2.
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In particular Corollary 2.2 uniquely determines the fundamental domain around a
c
which
contains the zero of E2.
The more precise location of zeros of E2 given in (2) and (3) follow from bounds for E2
and its derivative. To prove Theorem 2.1 we will use the implicit function theorem. We are
interested in v(x, y) = 0. We need the following estimates.
Lemma 2.3 Let z = x + iy ∈ H and let q = e2π i z . We have the following estimates.
|E2(z) − 1| ≤ 24|q|
(1 − |q|)3 ,





|E ′2(z)| ≤ 48π
|q|(1 + |q|)
(1 − |q|)5 . (7)
In particular for y > 0.53, using (7), we have |E2(z) − 1| < 1 and so E2(z) = 0 in this
region and hence f in (4) is well defined.
Proof We have










(1 − |q|)3 .
The claim for the lower bound for E2(z) and E ′2(z) follows along the same lines:






≥ 24|q| 1 − 5|q|






Lemma 2.4 If Im(z) ≥ 1 then
| f ′(z) − 1| < 0.6.
Proof Since




the result follows from Lemma 2.3 and the bounds (valid for Im(z) ≥ 1)
|E2(z)| ≥ |E2(i Im(z))| ≥ |E2(i)|
and
|E ′2(z)| ≤ |E ′2(i Im(z))| ≤ |E ′2(i)|.
unionsq
We will also need the following
Lemma 2.5 For x ∈ [−1/2, 1/2] and y ∈ [√3/2, 1] we have
Im( f (x + iy)) < −0.39 < 0.
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Proof For any x we have




|E2(x + iy)| ≤ 1 + 24e
−2πy
(1 − e−2πy)3 .
Therefore for y ∈ [√3/2, 1] we have
Im( f (x + iy)) = y − 6 Re (E2(x + iy))






(1 − e−2π√3/2)3 .
The lemma follows from the numerical estimate t < 0.1054. unionsq
Since ∂yv = ∂x u = Re
( f ′(z)) we also have
Lemma 2.6 If y ≥ 1 then ∂yv(x, y) > 0.
Proof By Lemma 2.4,
| f ′(z) − 1| < 0.6.
So ∂yv(z) = Re
( f ′(z)) > 0.4. unionsq
From Lemma 2.6 it follows that for each x ∈ [−1/2, 1/2] there can be only one y such that
v(x+iy) = 0. By Lemma 2.5, it is also clear that such a y exists since limy→∞ v(x+iy) = ∞.
Therefore there is a function φ : [−1/2, 1/2] → (0,∞) such that x+iy ∈ F and v(x, y) = 0
implies y = φ(x).
Moreover this φ is differentiable by the implicit function theorem, and we have φ′(x) =
−∂xv/∂yv.
Let now the arc A be as in (6). We know from [3], Proposition 3.1–3.2 that there are points
z1/2 and z−1/2 on both of the vertical boundaries of F , where f takes the values −1/2 and
1/2. They correspond to the zeros of E2 with real parts 1/2 and −1/2.
By the intermediate value theorem it follows that f restricted to the arc A, (which is the
same as u since v vanishes on A) takes all values between −1/2 and 1/2. This shows that
there is at least one zero in each Ford circle. It is left to show that there is only one in each
Ford circle. To show this, we need to show that f (A) = u(A) = [−1/2, 1/2]. We will prove
this by showing that the function defined by x → u(x, φ(x)) is monotonically increasing on
the interval [−1/2, 1/2].
Proposition 2.7 Let f = u + iv and φ : [−1/2, 1/2] → (1,∞) the function such that
{z ∈ F | v(z) = 0} = {x + iφ(x)|x ∈ [−1/2, 1/2]}
For |x | < 1/2 we have
d
dx
u(x, φ(x)) > 0.
123
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Proof We need to show that
d
dx
u(x, φ(x)) = ∂x u(x, φ(x) + ∂yu(x, φ(x))φ′(x) > 0.
By implicit differentiation of v(x, φ(x)) = 0 we have φ′(x) = −∂xv/∂yv. Therefore
d
dx










This also finishes the proof of Theorem 2.1 and hence the first claim in Theorem 1.1.
The next Proposition on the other hand proves the estimates (2) and (3) about the location
of zeros in Theorems 1.1 and 1.2.





∈ SL2(Z) with c > 0 and
τ = γ z then 1.909 < y < 1.911 and

































Proof We first note that since y ≥
√
3
2 on F , using (7) we have
|E2(z) − 1| ≤ 24(
1 − e−π√3
)3 |q| < 24.32|q| < 0.106. (11)
And similarly
23.68|q| < |E2(z) − 1|. (12)
We next recall that E2(γ z) = 0 gives f (z) = −d/c which in return implies z− 6iπ E2(z) = −dc .























(1 − 0.106) < 0.226. (13)
This in turn means that y > 6
π
− 0.226 > 1.68 which in return gives a better estimate for
(11) and also in return for (13). Repeating this procedure twice again already gives the nice
estimates:
y ≥ 1.909, |q| ≤ 6.18 × 10−6,
|E2(z) − 1| < 24 1














∣ < 0.00029. (14)
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The estimates also show that y < 6
π

















In particular, we also see that Eq. (9) holds. On the other hand using τ = γ −1z and E2(γ z) =
0 we have
























|E2(z) − 1| < 0.0000777 1
c2
,



















Let f (z) be defined as in (4). As shown in [10] f is equivariant, i.e.
f (γ z) = γ ( f (z)) for all γ ∈ SL2(Z).
Consequently f −1(w) is also equivariant. In particular





is 1-periodic and possesses a Fourier expansion, defined in some half-plane {w | Im(w) > c}.
In this section we will determine the Fourier coefficients of G and the maximal possible
half-plane mentioned above. This will also lead to the proof Theorem 1.3.
To this end we will first examine the mapping properties of f more closely than in the
previous section.
By Lemmas 2.5 and 2.6 we have that the inverse of f (and hence also the Fourier expansion)
exist in the half-plane {w | Im(w) > −0.39}.
Let
C = {eiθ | θ ∈ [π/3, 2π/3]}
and
M = {eiθ | θ ∈ [π/3, 2π/3]} + Z,
its periodic extension. M divides C in to two connected components. Let U denote the upper
component. Similarly let V denote the upper component of M . We use M to denote the
conjugate of M . For the closure (resp. interior) of a set U we use the notation cl(U ) (resp.
int (U )). The following stronger result holds:
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for n = 1, 2, 4, 8,∞
Theorem 3.1 f maps U biholomorphically onto V . The map extends to a homeomorphism
on the boundaries.
For the proof of Theorem 3.1 we first need to understand the image of the boundary
∂U = M (Fig. 2).
Proposition 3.2 The map f is a homeomorphism between ∂U and
f (∂U ) = ∂V = ∂U.
Proof Since f is equivariant we have for |z| = 1, Im z > 0
f (−z) = f (−1/z) = −1/ f (z).
However f (−z) = − f (z) for any z ∈ H and so the image of the arc C = {eiθ | θ ∈
[π/3, 2π/3]} lies on the unit circle. An easy calculation determines that f (z) = z for z =
eπ i/3, eπ i/2 and e2π i/3. It follows that f (C) contains C.
To show that it equals C we first note that by an identity of Ramanujan, the derivative of
f satisfies






Next we consider the function
g(z) = −i log f (eiz)
where the principal branch of log is used. By Lemma 2.5 this is defined in a complex
neighborhood of the real interval [π/3, 2π/3] and by the above argument g takes real values
123
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on [π/3, 2π/3], g(π/3) = −π/3 and g(2π/3) = −2π/3. Also note that g′(z) = f ′(eiz)eizf (eiz)
is real (again using the fact that g is real on [π/3, 2π/3] ) and non-zero if z ∈ (π/3, 2π/3)
and so g is monotonically decreasing on [π/3, 2π/3] and therefore bijective. This implies
that f : C → f (C) is homeomorphism.
Finally by f (z + 1) = f (z) + 1 we also have that f (∂U ) = f (M) = M and the map is
a homeomorphism. unionsq
Lemma 3.3 If zn ∈ U and f (zn) is a convergent sequence then zn has a convergent subse-
quence.
Proof Let wn = f (zn) ∈ f (U ) denote a sequence which converges to w. Since the function
f (z) − z = 122π i 1E2(z) is bounded on U , the sequence w − zn = (w − wn) + ( f (zn) − zn) is
also bounded. unionsq
Lemma 3.4 We have f (U ) ⊂ V .
Proof Since V = int (cl(V )) and f (U ) is open, it is enough to show that f (U ) ⊂ cl(V ).
Suppose there exists a z ∈ U such that w = f (z) ∈ cl(V ). Let t0 = sup{t ∈ [0,∞) |
w − i t ∈ f (U )}. Then t0 is finite since Im f (z) = Im z + Im( f (z) − z) is bounded from
below on cl(U ). It is also positive, since f is open.
Therefore there exists a sequence 0 < tn < t0, such that tn → t0 and w − tni = f (zn)
for some zn ∈ U . By Lemma 3.3 we may assume that zn → z ∈ cl(U ).
If z ∈ ∂U then f (z) = w − t0i ∈ ∂V by Proposition 3.2, contradicting that w is not in
cl(V ). Therefore w − t0i ∈ f (U ), but by the definition of t0, (w − t0i) − 
i ∈ f (U ) for all

 > 0. This gives a contradiction to the fact that f is an open map. unionsq
Proof of Theorem 3.1 By Lemma 3.4 and since f is open the image f (U ) is an open subset
of int (cl(V )) = V . Also if zn ∈ U, f (zn) → w ∈ V then Lemma 3.3 and Proposition 3.2
shows that w ∈ f (U ). It follows that cl( f (U )) ∩ V = f (U ), so the image f (U ) is a closed
subset of V as well. Since V is connected f (U ) = V . Finally V is simply connected, U
is connected and the map f is a surjective covering map since f ′(z) = 0 on U by (15).
Therefore f is a bijection. unionsq
As a corollary of Theorem 3.1 we obtain the following theorem.
Theorem 3.5 Let G(w) = f −1(w)−w. Then G(w) is holomorphic in
{






and extends continuously to the boundary. Moreover the Fourier coefficients cn in G(w) =∑∞
n=0 cne2π iw satisfy the bound
|cn | ≤ 3e−π
√
3n . (16)
Proof . By Theorem 3.1 and the arguments at the beginning of the section we know that























2 )dx . (17)
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f −1(R). The latter can be used to bound the former by using the estimates in Proposition
2.8. (16) now follows from a basic estimate of the absolute value of (17). unionsq
Our next theorem gives an explicit formula for the Fourier coefficients cn .
Theorem 3.6 Let rn be defined as the coefficients of the formal power series
∑
n≥0














Then the Fourier coefficients of





cn = 12π i rne
−12n . (18)
Proof Let w = f (z) and consider
s = exp(2π iw − 12) = exp(2π i f (z) − 12) = q exp(g(q))











Note that as a formal power series g(q) = O(q) in Q[[q]] and so exp(g(q)) has rational







This series converges on some disc |s| < c where it gives for f (z) = w




where s = e−12+2π iw is as above.
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Finally since
e2π i z = e2π iwe2π iG(w)
we have




Since a1 = 0 the right hand side has a continuous logarithm on a (maybe even smaller) disc.
If the formal logarithm is used










for some integer k. A simple comparison for Re(w) = 0 shows that k = 0. Note that when
returning to the variable w the above formal computations make sense in some upper half

















where rn ∈ Q and where cn = rne−12n2π i . unionsq
Corollary 3.7 Let z a
c
:= f −1 (−d
c
) ∈ F be the SL2(Z)-translate of the zero of E2 around
a
c
































) + (− d
c
)
































1 − e−π√3 ≤ 0.014e
−π√3N .
unionsq
The coefficients rn of the formal power series
∑
n≥0














in Theorem 3.6 can be computed explicitly and we have
∑
n≥0
rnqn = −12 − 288q + 75168q2 − 29321856q3 + 13541649696q4 + O(q5)
(Note that higher index coefficients no longer all lie in Z)
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In particular we can approximate the SL2(Z)-translates of the zeros of E2 arbitrarily well
by explicit expressions. For example taking N = 3 in Corollary 3.7 gives the following






























































Calculations of the Fourier coefficients by numerical integration show perfect agreement with













The code is available at http://sites.google.com/site/jjermann2/research/e2_zeros/.
See Fig. 3 for a picture of G(w), the error term in the approximation f −1(w) ≈ w, for w
corresponding to zeros of height 100:
The closed curve G(R) = G ([− 12 , 12
])
is already extremely well approximated by the



















∣ < 0.00029, w ∈ R.
This good approximation follows from the exponential decay of the Fourier coefficients
cn . Indeed the bounds are very close to the absolute value of the next Fourier coefficient
|c1| = 0.00281 . . .. These circular bounds are also visible in Fig. 3.
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Fig. 3 G(w) for w = d100 ∈ Q ∩
[
− 12 , 12
]
with (d, 100) = 1
4 Taylor expansion
We can also examine the Taylor expansion F(w) = ∑∞n=0 bnwn around w = 0. By Theorem
3.1 it has radius of convergence 1 and converges on the boundary.
By Lagrange inversion theorem the Taylor coefficients can be calculated in terms of the
Taylor coefficients of f (z) at z0, where z0 is the SL2(Z)-translate in the strict fundamental
domain of the zero of E2 on the imaginary axis.
Note that f (z) is a rational function in E2(z) and z. Its derivatives can be calculated as
rational functions in E2(z), E4(z), E6(z) and z. Therefore the Taylor expansion at z0 can be
expressed as a rational function in X := E4(z0), Y := E6(z0), Z := E2(z0) and z0. By the
transformation property (1) we have z0 = − 122π i Z , so in fact we get a rational function in
X, Y and Z .




Z . For the remaining coefficients (n > 0)







where an(X, Y, Z) ∈ Q[X, Y, Z ] is a weighted homogenous polynomial of degree 10n − 6,
where deg(X) := 4, deg(Y ) := 6, deg(Z) := 2. The degree of the (weighted homogenous)
rational function bn(X, Y, Z) is 2(n − 1).
Here is a list of the first few polynomials an(X, Y, Z) for n > 0:
a1 = Z2
a2 = X Z5 + X2 Z3 − 2Y Z4
a3 = X2 Z8 − 2X3 Z6 − 4XY Z7 + X4 Z4 − 4X2Y Z5 + 8Y 2 Z6
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a4 = X3 Z11 − 5X4 Z9 − 6X2Y Z10 − 9X5 Z7 + 20X3Y Z8
+ 20XY 2 Z9 + X6 Z5 − 6X4Y Z6 + 24X2Y 2 Z7 − 40Y 3 Z8
a5 = X4 Z14 − 8X5 Z12 − 8X3Y Z13 + 665 X
6 Z10
+ 56X4Y Z11 + 36X2Y 2 Z12 − 20X7 Z8 + 104X5Y Z9
− 836
5
X3Y 2 Z10 − 112XY 3 Z11 + X8 Z6 − 8X6Y Z7
+ 48X4Y 2 Z8 − 160X2Y 3 Z9 + 224Y 4 Z10.












Figure 4. shows the approximations arising from the Taylor approximations of order 6 and
8. In general the Taylor polynomial is inferior to the Fourier approximation. However for
the zeros z1/c of E2 near 1/c found in [3], the Taylor polynomials give a fast converging
asymptotic series in c:
Fig. 4 Taylor approximation of F(w) for N = 6 and 8 together with zeros of height 100 and the basic bounds
from Eq. (3)
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Proposition 4.1 Let c ≥ 2, z 1
c

























Proof The proposition follows from the following estimate:
|bn | ≤ max|w|≤1
∣
∣ f −1(w)∣∣ < 3. (20)
To prove the estimate (20) let |w| ≤ 1 and (using f (z + 1) = f (z) + 1)
z = f −1(w) ∈ {z = x + iy ∈ F + Z | |x | ≤ 1} .
If by contradiction |z| ≥ 3 then:
|w| = | f (z)| ≥ |z| − 6
π
1
1 − |E2(z) − 1| > |z| − 2 ≥ 1,
where we used e.g. estimate (7) to bound (1 − |E2(z) − 1|) π > 3. This gives a contradiction,















Note that b0 = z0 = −1/τ0 for the unique zero τ0 of real part 0 and we have |b0 −
6i/π | > 0.00027. Also note b1 is close but not equal to 1. These explain the limitations of







Acknowledgments We thank the referees for numerous and extremely helpful comments and corrections
on an earlier version of this paper.
References
1. Asai, T., Kaneko, M., Ninomiya, H.: Zeros of certain modular functions and an application. Comment.
Math. Univ. St. Paul. 46(1), 93–101 (1997)
2. Duke, W., Jenkins, P.: Integral traces of singular values of weak Maass forms. Algebr. Number Theory
2(5), 573–593 (2008)
3. El Basraoui, A., Sebbar, A.: Zeros of the Eisenstein series E2. Proc. Amer. Math. Soc. 138(7), 2289–2299
(2010)
4. Ghosh, A., Sarnak, P.: Real zeros of holomorphic Hecke cusp forms. J. Eur. Math. Soc. (JEMS) 14(2),
465–487 (2012)
5. Holowinsky, R., Soundararajan, K.: Mass equidistribution for Hecke eigenforms. Ann. Math. (2) 172(2),
1517–1528 (2010)
6. Rankin, R.A.: The zeros of certain Poincaré series. Compos. Math. 46(3), 255–272 (1982)
7. Rankin, F.K.C., Swinnerton-Dyer, H.P.F.: On the zeros of Eisenstein series. Bull. Lond. Math. Soc. 2,
169–170 (1970)
8. W. A. Stein et al. Sage Mathematics Software (Version 5.13). The Sage Development Team, 2013. http://
www.sagemath.org
9. Sebbar, A., Falliero, T.: Equilibrium point of Green’s function for the annulus and Eisenstein series. Proc.
Amer. Math. Soc., 135(2):313–328 (electronic) 2007
10. Sebbar, A., Sebbar, A.: Equivariant functions and integrals of elliptic functions. Geom. Dedicata 160,
373–414 (2012)
11. Wood, R., Young, M.: Zeroes of the weight two eisenstein series. Preprint, http://arxiv.org/abs/1312.1930
123
